
A Petition To Put On the Agenda for Open Discussion At Oregon Area To Make The Case For 
One Assembly Per Year. 

 

This petition is to encourage discussion and vote among Oregon Area Al-Anon Group Representatives (GR) on 
transitioning to one (1) Oregon Area Assembly per year, with a special second (2) one day assembly every third 
year, solely to new elect officers. 
 

There are several reasons why this will be a good idea.   
 

 There are currently many groups in the Oregon Area (OR AREA) who cannot afford to send a GR to ANY 
assembly, much less three per year.  This has gotten worse over the last several years as group 
resources and group membership has shrunk.    
 

 Total groups in OR AREA are 2271.  Of that total, an average of 672 of groups sent GRs to at least one 
assembly per year for the last 5 years.  That leaves approximately 1603 groups that aren’t able to 
participate in the OR AREA assemblies. To put it another way, only 29.52%, less than 1/3, of groups are 
participating at assemblies and 70.48%, about 2/3, of groups in OR AREA aren’t/cannot participate in OR 
AREA.  We aren’t and haven’t been working with a full OR AREA group conscience at any Assembly for at 
least 9 years4. 
 

 Means to raise funds: sleeping 4 to a double room, encouraging members to put more than a dollar in the 
basket, having bake sales and car washes to raise funds, are unrealistic and counterproductive. I know 
some members will state “if you want it bad enough, you’ll find a way!”   Yet that only obfuscates and 
ignores the real problem, which is that a lot has changed since 1951; financially, socially, and culturally.   
 

 Blandly repeating these tired platitudes discourages the group members, reinforces their perception that 
OR AREA isn’t listening to them and/or doesn’t care, and that OR AREA essentially blames them for their 
poverty.  Today, Groups are small and barely can afford to pay monthly Group expenses, much less send 
a GR to 3 assemblies per year.  
 

 Financial struggles go hand in hand with alcoholism.  Today, the vast majorities of Members no longer 
have the time and money to “fund-raise” because they are entirely the sole support for their families and 
are tapped out; emotionally, physically, mentally and monetarily.  This just isn’t a realistic expectation of 
members today.  Most can barely support their group with a weekly $1 contribution. 
 

 I cannot in good consciousness ask my group to use group funds to send me to assemblies where the 
main activity is “fun and frivolity” and “fellowship and entertainment.”  While fun, frivolity, fellowship and 
entertainment are a great secondary benefit of assemblies, the sole purpose of OR AREA assemblies is to 
conduct the business of Al-Anon above the group level.  Fellowship remains the primary focus of individual 
groups, as it should be; we focus on the business of Al-Anon at assemblies. 
 

 My group and the people in my group are burned out, don’t have time, and don’t have the money to send 
a GR to OR AREA 3 times a year.  Thus, by our poverty, we are blocked from attending and participating 
in service at the OR AREA level.   
 

 A further consequence is that a very small group of people are doing service at the OR AREA longer than 
they want and are getting burned out. This sets them up for the appearance of dominance as they 
repeatedly rotate through OR AREA service positions.  Without allowing the service positions to remain 
vacant, GR’s don’t get an opportunity to practice Concept 3 and instead become passive followers instead 
of leaders, which stifles participation, harmony and incentive to do service.   
 

I petition and respectfully suggest that OR AREA start a discussion to transition to one OR AREA Assembly per 
year, with an additional second special assembly every third year solely for the voting in of new officers.    

                                                           
1 2016 Group List by District, Grand Total Group Count = 308, minus 81 Inactive/No CMA Groups, = 227 Active Groups in 2016 OR AREA. 
2 Average of actual GR’s in attendance at Assemblies, rounded up, 2011 to 2015. 
3 227 Active Groups in 2016 OR AREA, minus 67 Average GR’s attending Assemblies 2011-2015. 
4 Nine Year Average = 64, of actual GR’s in attendance at Assemblies, rounded up, 2007 to 2015. 


